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"" 5C Fok Yee Ki ( Green House )

Write a reply email to your good friend, Pete, whose parents have re-
" "-cently banned him from all entertainment activities after attending a
forum about entertainment and teenagers.

'

fy Dear Pete,

Glad to get your email man! | guess you're facing a dilemma coz you probably don’t
wanna let your parents down but it’'s such a great pain to cut all the fun out of your life!
If | were you, I'd be kinda annoyed being told no more TV or video games. I've put
myself into your shoes and come up with a few things that may be of help.

"
e

To begin with, | encourage you to make a timetable to show your parents that you can
manage your time well. Try to convince them that you need time for both studies and
relaxation and it's good for your mind if you can strike a balance here. If they agree to
your timetable, make sure you stick to it and | believe they'll be able to see your
sincerity.

Another thing you can do is let your parents know there are “good” entertainment
activities. Like on the TV you can find Discovery Channel, which enables us to know
more about this world and improve our listening skills. Some online games and chat
rooms are also great places for us to communicate with foreigners and broaden our
horizons by learning about different cultures.

]
]

If your parents are still against all these, perhaps you can take a further step to join
other extra-curricular activities, like the school volunteer team. It's a good way to
build up confidence and make more new friends. Activities likes this one should be
easily accepted by your parents.

-;

Hope my suggestions can help you to sort things out. Remember you're not alone.
You can drop me a few lines whenever you need someone to talk to.

-’

ey )
All the best,
' Chris
.“I.
Comments:
by * Appropriate tone and style

* Moderate use of spoken English
- Able to tackle the problem from different perspectives

—

" - Suggestions are presented in an organised way and a reasonable sequence
&
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A Visit to Ocean Park  5A Lau Wing Ki (Red House)

o, Dear Aunt Betty,

How are you? Thanks for your interesting letter and | hope you enjoy your
holiday in New York. | would like to share my exciting experience with you.

- Last Saturday was my 17t birthday. | went to Ocean Park with Elsa and
Anna. It was the second time | went there. | still remember | went there with you and
my parents when | was six.

e We went to watch the pandas first. They were so cute and cuddly. | took a lot
“of pictures with them. Anna and the pandas were so alike. They both had dark
circles. | wanted to feed them but it was too expensive.

i

. Next, we went to the aquarium. It was very dark. The sea creatures would be
' shocked by the camera flash light so we were not allowed to turn on the flash light in

the aquarium. | didn’t like the sharks because they had sharp teeth and looked
= terrible. But Anna bought a shark bag for me as present. | freaked out while she put

. |
" it on my shoulders.
We rode up to another mountain in a cable car. The view from the cable car
'y was so amazing. | saw the sea and the mountain just right under my feet. Suddenly,
the cable car started to shake. Elsa was quite shocked while it was shaking, so |
hugged her and helped her calm down. She almost bit me.

= Elsa and | went on all the roller coasters. Anna was sick so she waited for us

in the canteen. | threw up since it was too hot. It was worth it even though | had to

wait in the queues for more than 2 hours. But some visitors were very rude. They

2% pushed and jumped the queues. | was pushed by a stranger and Elsa asked him to
give an apology to me. He did apologise but with a bad attitude. | was unhappy.

Finally, we took the Ferris wheel. When it reached the top, we all felt relaxed
“: and enjoyed the beautiful view. My friends sang a birthday song and gave me
presents | cried and they hugged me.

Ocean Park has many different things for us to explore other than games and
rides. We spent 10 hours there and it wasn't really enough. It was a touching day
and | had a unique experience. That was the best birthday | have ever had. | hope
that | can go there with you again. | really appreciate Elsa and Anna for giving me

&

-

H
-

-y

gu4r, suchasurprise. | will let you meet them when you come back.
Yours,
sy Amy
Comments:

An exciting and thorough account of a visit to Ocean Park. | can really
feel the joy you experienced. Well done!
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5B Hena Kausar ( Red House)

~ 4

Learning English through Social Issues — ‘writing to give advice and
suggestions’ in the text type of a ‘personal e-mail’.

o

Hello Pete,

How are you? | am sorry to hear that your parents have banned you
from all entertainment activities. | think it is important to let your parents
know that not all entertainment activities are bad. Let me give you some
advice.

First of all, it is important to tell your parents that entertainment activi-
ties can be good and educational. They can also help you to learn new
things. You should also tell your parents that good entertainment activities
can help reduce stress, make you feel good and forget about your worries.

Next, you should involve your parents when deciding on which enter-
tainment activities you want to join. You should discuss with your parents
and choose the activities together. It is also important to make a compro-
mise with them on how much time you will spend on these activities. You
can even ask your parents to join you in some of the activities.

My final suggestion is that you should join entertainment activities
that are organized by schools, community centers or youth groups be-
cause activities offered from these places are usually positive and healthy.
Your parents will not worry as much if they know where you are and what
you are doing.

I hope you will find my advice useful. Good luck and | look forward to
hearing from you soon!

Talk Soon,
Chris

Comments:

Good effort! Content fulfils the requirements of the
structure is a{)proprlate to the genre and text-type.
more elaboration of ideas next time.
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