








Hi Chris, 

How’s life? It’s been a long time since I last saw you. Well, I’m busier than ever. Speaking of tutorial classes, I wonder if 
you’ve heard of the unhealthy development of tutorial classes in Hong Kong. Well, I quite agree that the classes are 
time-consuming and useless.

A trend for attending tutorial classes has emerged in Hong Kong. Students in Hong Kong often attend tutorial classes 
because their parents think that their children fall short of their expectations in their studies. Some also think that by 
attending these classes, they can strive for better academic results even though they already perform well in the exam. 
Furthermore, there are still some who prefer tutorial classes because they want to understand their weaknesses. All those 
who go have only one purpose: to get a more favourable academic performance. 

This actually makes me wonder where the whole thing is heading. Education is a way to let us arm ourselves with 
knowledge and broaden our horizons. However, the education in tutorial classes is a torment to students as some of the 
tutors are quite conservative and rigid. 

Therefore, students are not learning effectively when they concentrate so much on tutorial school education. In fact, 
tutorial classes often assign a large amount of homework to students. Although it can help students learn better, it can 
certainly increase students’ academic stress. As a result, they will feel frustrated and stressed when they embark on doing 
more tests and exams. Because of their depression and anxiety, they might fail the exams. In the long run, not only can 
tutorial classes impose pressure on us, but they also make us frustrated with the exams. 

I think some good study habits are all we need. To me, we should always stay calm in the exam. Otherwise, you will 
perform badly, even if you are an elite student in the school. Moreover, we can ask our peers and teachers for advice if we 
want to develop good study skills. Furthermore, I find it useful and convenient to search for information I don’t know on the 
Internet. I highly recommend using platforms such as Google and YouTube as they are very useful. 

In any case, it’s my choice and I believe that tutorial classes are unhealthy. You may consider trying these good study 
habits. I hope that participation in tutorial classes does not become a vicious cycle. Tell me something about your life and 
your opinion about tutorial classes in your next email. I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Best wishes, 
Jayson
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Write an email to your cousin to discuss the 
unhealthy development of tutorial schools in 

Hong Kong

The content of the email is rich. A wide range of vocabulary is used. 
Paragraphs are well-organized and developed. Good job!



Dear Mary,

How are things? For me, I am busier than ever. I am 
actually spending more time revising. Attending tutorial 
classes in Hong Kong is normal. However, I quite agree 
that these classes are unhealthy for our intellectual 
development in the long run.

Students in Hong Kong often attend tutorial schools 
because they want to improve their academic 
performance. Some also think that by attending these 
classes, they can increase their chances of getting into 
college. There are even some who would go to tutorial 
classes just to better complete their homework. All 
those who go have one goal: to get good grades in the 
HKDSE to enter university.

This actually makes me wonder where this whole thing 
is heading. Education should be about enabling 
personal growth and societal progress. It should be 
about learning values and virtues, not just grades.

Therefore, students are not learning effectively when 
they focus so much on exam skills and marks. In fact, 
tutorial classes make students more stressed, as they 
need to spend extra time to go to extra classes. In the 
long run, students will only know how to learn through 
spoon-feeding.

I think some good study habits are all we need. To me, 
this means that we complete homework by ourselves 
on time. We must have self-discipline if we want to 
develop good study habits, so planning a study 
timetable also helps as it makes us use our time more 
effectively. Another important study skill is to jot down 
notes and highlight important points. I find it useful 
when I am doing a quick recap.

In any case, it’s my choice not to rely on tutorial 
classes, and I believe that good study skills work 
wonders. You may consider developing some good 
study habits of your own. Tell me about your progress in 
your next email. I look forward to hearing from you 
soon.

Love,
Chris
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Tutorial Classes: 
Do they work?
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The email is well written with a lot of details. Ideas are well-developed and 
coherently presented. Well done!

Hello Sam, 

How are things? I’m glad you’re doing fine. Well, I’m busier 
than ever. I’ve been rehearsing for an upcoming drama show 
and will perform for my school’s anniversary. Attending tutorial 
classes in Hong Kong is very time-consuming and I quite agree 
that the classes are stress-inducing. 

Students in Hong Kong often attend tutorial schools because 
they think they can improve their grades and get into a good 
university. There are still some who prefer tutorial classes since 
they can learn advanced knowledge and skills that schools 
don’t teach them. All those who go have one goal: to get good 
grades that are accepted at a good university. 

This actually makes me wonder where the whole thing is heading. Education is important, especially in 
today’s society where the world is constantly changing, and is the key to being successful in future. It 
enables us to acquire knowledge that helps us become a successful member of society. 

Though tutorial classes are effective in improving students’ academic performance, they can bring a lot of 
negative impact on students and their health. In fact, tutorial classes can exacerbate students’ stress and 
anxiety levels as they may fear failure, and experience additional pressure from their peers and family. This 
can lead to a constant feeling of inadequacy compared to their peers. They could also ruin students’ mental 
health by causing them to have depression and PTSD and losing their motivation for studying. In the long 
run, tutorial classes could really shape students’ perception and influence their lifestyle and interaction with 
society. 

I think some good study habits are all we need. To me, students should try different and less stressful 
methods to keep their motivation going. They can form a study group with their friends and classmates so 
that they can learn and teach one another. This forms stronger bonds and creates a less stressful 
environment to study in. Maintaining our concentration also helps and this can be done by minimizing 
distractions from our surroundings. Furthermore, we should reduce our stress by taking breaks between 
studies, listening to music, and going out for a walk so that we can be in the right mood for studying. 

In any case, it’s my choice and I believe that good study skills can really motivate us to study. You may 
consider using these methods to help yourself and not be too stressed. Tell me something about studying or 
anything you like in your next email. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Best wishes, 
Kenton 
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You’ve written a good introduction.
Just try to give some more explanation of the incident.

Dear Betty,

Thanks for your email. What you heard from Aunt Mary was exactly right. It was quite a funny trip 
we had in Thailand. 

My parents and I were so happy to make the trip out to the tiger sanctuary located in Sri Racha, 
just outside Bangkok, and it’s one of the must-see attractions. We took a bus to get to the tiger 
sanctuary. The journey took about an hour.

One of the features of the tiger sanctuary is that people can pet an adult tiger and take photos 
with it. When I heard it, I couldn’t wait to see the tigers! Mum and dad were very excited but also 
scared. When we were in the tiger sanctuary, the tiger handler guided us to a huge tiger and told 
us to be careful. He reminded us not to scare the tiger. My parents were a little bit nervous. Next 
to the tiger handler was a boy holding a balloon and waiting to take photos. 

All of a sudden, the balloon popped, and the tiger went crazy! You know what? It chased my 
parents! They were so scared that they ran as fast as they could. They went back to the hotel, 
packed everything, and left Thailand immediately. 

Wasn’t it funny? I was disappointed as I hadn’t visited other places. Anyway, I must go and get on 
with my work. Write soon.

Best wishes,
Justin

 

Thai Troubles


