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7B Tsang Yuen Yan (Green house)

Domestic Violence
Dear Editor,

| am writing to share my views on the recent family tragedies and the ideas suggested by
the secretary for labour and welfare Mattew Cheung.

It is really such a tragedy that the disparity between rich and poor is getting worse and
worse, even though Hong Kong’s economy has become much more prosperous | believe this is
the main cause of the current increase in cases of domestic violence. Tin Shui Wai is a good
example for this. Family tragedies have happened one after the other there, and there are so
many of these sad cases that citizens have grown somewhat indifferent to them. | think it is
Hong Kong'’s shame that Tin Shui Wai is shrouded in sadness and has been named “the new
town of sadness”. Indeed, to improve this severe situation the government should take full
responsibility for coping with the root of the problems.

The government is blamed for putting all new migrants and troubled families in one place
and providing them with inadequate social services. The suggestion about ceasing the
placement of low-income families there is absolutely right. By so doing, the morale of the
residents may be boosted and society can become more diverse. It is hoped that, in the long
run, family tragedies would no longer happen in the district and the lamentable impression of
“new town of sadness” in everybody’s mind could be washed away.

As we all know, many parents nowadays are incapable even of taking care of
themselves. Some of them live in destitution, and they have to look after their children and
make sure that they will do well in school. They certainly come under enormous stress. In the
light of this, social services are necessary, and the suggestions about deploying more social
workers and posting a social worker to each estate are definitely suitable and essential. The
social workers not only can arrange talks or workshops which teach citizens and provide them
with correct knowledge and avenues to relieve stress and solve daily problems, they can also
call on citizens in person to figure out their current living conditions as well as mental conditions
in an effort to take follow-up actions immediately once they discover that their clients are
suffering from any mental illness. Moreover, they can help mutual aid groups establish bonds
between residents, which at the same time helps then to build up a sense of belonging.

Also, | see eye to eye with Mr. Cheung that the community should form mutual aid
committees to help others and themselves. Admittedly, government cannot just ask them to
help themselves. However, in a place where seven million people live, the police, the social
workers and the counseling hotline operators can’t say for sure that they can follow every case
so closely that they can deal with every crisis before it arises. Only your neighbours can give
you a helping hand in no time when you're in trouble.

As we must stop these family tragedies from happening, the government top officials
should always ask themselves whether they have done enough for those districts. They should
pool human and material resources and do everything in their power to extricate those districts
especially Tin Shui Wai, and Hong Kong, from sorrow as soon as possible.

Yours faithfully.

Comment: A wide range of vocabulary and expression were used .




]

|

B

4B Lam Yin Shan (Red House)

s ) Coale

e L

F %
Y

A letter of complaint

Dear Sir / Madam.

| am writing to complain about the service and facilities at the Jumpin’ Gym in Tsim Sha
Tsui. | visited the gym last Monday with a friend. The place was dirty and there was not enough
gym equipment for all the gym members. We were looking forward to working out during our
lunch break. We arrived at one o’clock exactly. We could not believe that we had to wait for half
an hour before we found a free machine.
When we finally found a free treadmill, we tried to use it but it didn’t work. | didn’t know what was
going on with the treadmill. | just felt very disappointed and angry. At that moment, there were no
staff members around to help us — it was terrible! By the way, the place was dirty and littered

everywhere. | could not bear it.

Our lunch break was nearly over, so we had to change. | wanted to take a quick shower, but |
couldn’t believe that there was no towel in the changing room. | have never been so angry. We
were unhappy about the facilities, not enough equipment, no water for the shower and no towels.
This gym was a big disappointment. Not only did my friend and | not get any exercise, we were
late back to school. You must improve the quality of your service or | will have no choice but to

ask for a full refund of my membership fee.

Yours faithfully,

B. Chan
Comment: It is good to find out that you can summarize the problems at the ending . Well-done!
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